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In a notice on p. 372 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied, as far as 
possible. 

The Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch is 
at 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing 2s of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on p. 371. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 


Sealed tenders for the supply of coal, coke, and kindling wood, for 

Tenders for Coal military services, during 12 months, from 
in oot » the Ist April, 1901, will be received until 

Kindline Wood. 12 o'clock noon on the following dates :-— 
dling Wednesday, the 13th February, 1901, for Coal 

and Coke, and Friday, the 15th February, 1901, for wood, by the 

General Officers Commanding the undermentioned districts :— 
Scottish District ... Edinburgh. 
North-Eastern District ... 
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North-Western District ... ... Chester. 

Western District... Devonport. 

Southern District ... ... Portsmouth. 

South-Eastern District Dover. 

Eastern District ... ... Colchester. 

Thames District _... ... Chatham. 

Woolwich District ... Woolwich. 

Home District hs site ... 23, Carlton House 
Terrace, S.W. 

Aldershot District ... .... Aldershot. 

‘Guernsey and District... Guernsey. 

Jersey Jersey. 

Belfast District ... Belfast. 

Dublin District Dublin. 

Cork District Cork. 

Curragh District... Curragh Camp. 


Forms of tender and solitithdbase of online (showing approxi- 
mate quantities) may be obtained on application at the above- 
named Offices, by letter addressed to the Assistant Adjutant- 
General, War Office, Pall Mall, London, 8.W., or in person between 
the hours of 10 and 4 o’clock, and no tender will be entertained 
unless made upon the form so obtained. 

The tenders must be properly filled up, signed, and dated ; 
and no tenders will be noticed unless delivered in time, at the 
above-named District Offices, under sealed envelope, marked 
“Tender ” on the outside. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
oe — such persons as may be willing to 
Railway Material. Steel tyres. 
Spiral and volute springs. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are. to be delivered at that office by two o'clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 12th February, 1901, after which time no tender 
will be received. 


CANADA. 
The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
trade received at the Canadian Government 
Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained. 


Canadian Enquiries. —A correspondent at Simcoe, Ontario, asks 


Enquiries 
Relating to Trade. 
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for addresses of good commission firms in the principal distributing 
centres of the United Kingdom, to whom he could consign eggs. 

The names of London, Liverpool, and Bristol provision importers, 
are asked for by a correspondent in the province of Quebec, who 
wishes to export butter, cheese, and condensed milk. 

A Canadian correspondent asks to be placed in communication 
with firms in the electrical business who purchase amber mica. 

Enquiry is made for the address of someone likely to be in a 
position to dispose of a reliable process for making pigments. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 


Enquiries Curator of which Section further i 
particulars 
relating to Trade. may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries—An important London importer of poultry 
asks to be placed in communication with Canadian shippers. 

A Midlands manufacturer, doing a large trade in metals with 
United Kingdom engineering firms, seeks experienced Canadian 
house prepared to take up his agency. 

A Belfast firm desires names of Canadian shippers of tallow. 


Canadian Enquiries..— A Hamilton (Ontario) commission merchant 
wishes to secure a few agencies for groceries, &c. 

A manufacturer’s agent, writing from St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
states that he would like to secure United Kingdom agencies, and 
can furnish highest mercantile and bank references. 


Foreign Enquiry.—A firm in Copenhagen wishes for names of 
Canadian producers of mica. 


The United States Consul at Victoria, in a report to his Govern- 
New Railway in ment dated 21st December last, states that the 
British Columbia. ratepayers of Victoria, on 29th November last, 

voted a bonus of 3,000/. per annum for 20 years 
to a syndicate which proposes to establish a railway and ferry to 
connect Victoria with the Frazer River Valley and the Great 
Northern Railway of the United States. 

The company intend to construct a railway from the present 
terminus of the Victoria and Sydney Railway in Victoria through 
the streets to the terminus of the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway ; 
to lease and use the Victoria and Sydney Railway for running 
trains to Sydney (18 miles away on the east coast of Vancouver 
Island); also to maintain a train ferry service between Sydney, 
across the Gulf of Georgia, to Steveston, the great cannery town 
on the Frazer River; thence to build a railway to Cloverdale, 
British Columbia (26 miles), where connection will be made with 
the Great Northern Railway. 
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In addition to the bonus of 60,000/., payable in 20 annual 
instalments of 3,000/. each, the syndicate has the privilege of using 
free of charge such streets of Victoria as are necessary to construct 
the 1} miles of line between the present railway depots; also, the . 
use for 25 years at the nominal rental of 20/. per annum of the 
city market building, now used by the fire department. 

The distance between Sydney and Steveston, to be covered by a 
train ferryboat, is 45 miles, which it is expected will be traversed 
in less than three hours; the proviso being that the ferry steam- 
ship shall be capable of making 14 knots an hour and of carrying 
eight loaded freight trucks, of the capacity of 30,000 pounds each, 
and 400 passengers on each journey. 

The Great Northern Railway has a five-year contract to carry all 
goods to and from Victoria by this route, which will enable trucks 
to come direct to Victoria without breaking bulk, thus avoiding 
wharf charges for goods and transhipment of passengers. 

The proposed line renders available the present Victoria and 
Sydney Railway. By many this is regarded as the commencement 
of an era of improvement which will culminate in the extension of 
the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway to Hardy’s Bay, the extreme 
north of Vancouver Island, and thus place Victoria in the direct 
line of route from the United States to the north. 

No opposition is anticipated to the granting of a charter for the 
proposed new terminal railway and ferry route, which is to be 
completed within two years, and work on which is shortly to be 
commenced. No active steps had, however, been taken up to the 
date of the Consul’s report, viz., 21st December last. 


HONG KONG. 


In the report for 1899 on Hong Kong, dated 6th October last, 

; and recently issued by the Colonial Office, it 

General, Openings is stated that while British goods hold their 

— own in the main with those of foreign manu- 
facture, the following goods may be specially noted :— 


Cement.—Very little British cement is now imported, the Hong 


Kong manufacture being now chiefly used all over the East, with 
small quantities of Belgian make. 

A local cement factory has a branch for the manufacture of 
bricks and drain pipes. The cement of this company is used for 
civil and military works of all descriptions and by local engineers, 
architects, and contractors, and is extensively exported to Japan, 
Manila, Straits Settlements, Australia, and Pacific Coast Ports. 
The works were originally situated at Macao, but a large extension 
has now been made in the Colony and the output more than 
doubled. The price per barrel of 375 lbs. net weight is from 4°00 
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dols. to 4°50 dols. a8 Bricks and pipes are largely used 
in the Colony and exported. 

Rope.—The local company’s article now entirely supplies the 
wants of the local market, to the exclusion of other manufactures, 
and in addition large quantities of the rope are shipped to all 
Eastern ports, and Australia. 

Coal.—_Imports of coal from Japan supply practically all the local 
market, both for steamer and manufacturing uses. Cardiff coal is 
imported almost solely for Admiralty use. 

Matches.—These goods are now imported entirely from Japan ; 
a few local companies also make for the Hong Kong market. 

Metals.—The principal demand is for Belgian iron, owing to its 
cheapness; only small quantities of British are imported in 
comparison with Belgian. : 

Wire Nails.—These goods, up till two years ago, were imported 
entirely from Germany, now the trade is almost entirely done from 
the United States, their nails being fully as good as, and cheaper 
than, the German article. 

Miscellaneous.—-Hardware of all kinds, glass, cutlery, beer, cotton 
hosiery, and woollen goods, come almost entirely from Germany, 
although America is now starting to supply these articles. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
— from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
Cr pseny Bri stating that tenders are invited bythe Norwegian 

waging Railways Administration, to be received 
not later than 2 p.m., on the 18th inst., for the supply of 
crossing bridges, weighing together about 109 tons, for the 
Christiania and Gjorik Railway. 

Conditions of tender and specifications may be examined at 
the Railway Director’s Office, Bridge Department, Nos. 8 and 9, 
Jernbanetorvet, Christiania. 


Tenders are also invited by the Norwegian State Railways 
Administration, to be received not later than 
the 27th inst., for the supply of 10 goods 
trucks. 


Tenders for 
Goods Trucks. 


Tenders in sealed envelopes, marked ‘‘Grusvogne for bredt 
Spor,” should be addressed to “ Styrelsens Expeditionskontor, 
Statsbanerne, Christiania.” 

Conditions of tender and specifications may be inspected at the 
office of the Director of the Machinery Department of the States 
Railways, Nos. 8 and 9, Jernbanetorvet, Christiania. 
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The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch: 
from His Majesty’sConsul-General at Christiania, 
for stating that are invited by the Govern- 
Cement, Coal, &. ont Harbour Board, not later than 10 a.m. on 
the 28th February, for the supply of cotton oil, linseed oil, machine. 
oil, tallow, cement, coal, and other goods. 
Conditions and forms of tendering may be obtained at the 
“ Havnedirektérens Kontor,” Christiania. 


SWEDEN. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Tenders for Gas from H.M. Consul at Stockholm, stating that 
= tenders are invited by the Stockholm Gasworks, 
Coal. to be received not later than 2 p.m. on the 
14th February, for the supply of 8,500 tons of best gas coal. 

The form of contract and such particulars as have been received 
may be examined on personal application at the Commercial 
Department of the Foreign Office, any day between the hours of 
1] a.m. and 5 p.m. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Dieters Or from His Majesty’s Consul at Stockholm, stating 
that tenders are invited by the German Tele— 
Telephone Cables. hone Company of Stockholm, not later than 
the 15th February, for the supply of telephone cables of the 
following description :— 
13,000 to 15,000 metres, 250 pair, c.i.f., Stockholm. 
1,000 metres (armoured), 250 pair, c.i.f., Stockholm. 
4,000 metres, 100 pair, c.i.f., Stockholm. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the F oreigm 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


PORTUGAL. 
The “ Lisbon Gazette” of the 28th ult. contains an announcement 
calling for tenders, which will be opened at one 

Contract for p-m. <A the 16th inst. in the Seisharen of the 

Coal. Administrative Council of State Railways, for 
the supply of 3,500 tons of coal for the South Western Railways, 
and 3,000 tons for the Minho and Douro Railways A provisional 
deposit of 1,200 milreis, or about 185/., is required with a tender 
for the whole supply, or of half that amount with a tender to 
supply one or other of the railways, 

The “Gazette” containing the above notice may be seen om 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Department of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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SPAIN. 


The ‘“ Madrid Gazette” of 30th ult. contains an order granting to 
the Central Viscaya Railway Company from 
Railway Building. Bilbao to Durango the concession for 99 years 
without subvention for a narrow gauge line 

from Durango to the mines of Arrazola and Elorrio. 

Railway material imported from abroad has the benefit of special 
duties as noted at p. 434 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” for 22nd 
February, 1900. See also p. 555 of the “Journal” for 14th 
June, 1900. 


The “ Gazette ” containing the above may be seen on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “Journal Officiel” of 19th ult. announces that 
tenders will be received at the Police Stores, 


Pt l Boulac, Cairo, before noon on the 25th March, 
“Saddlery, &e. 1901, for the supply of the undermentioned 


stores, for a period of one year, commencing on 
the Ist April, 1901, and ending the 3lst March, 1902 :—. 
Clothing and necessaries. 
Material for repair of saddlery. 
Saddlery. 
Stable necessaries. 

Samples can be seen at the Police Stores, Boulac, Cairo, any 
day, except Fridays and holidays, between 8 a.m. and noon, and 
also on application to Colonel Western, Broadway Chambers, 
Westminster, London, 8.W. 

Persons wishing to tender for these contracts can see the con- 
ditions and a descriptive list of the stores required, as well as the 
specifications of tests, at the Ministry of the Interior, any day from 
10 am. to 1 p.m., except Fridays and general holidays, or at 
Colonel Western’s office at the above-mentioned address. 

Tenders must be submitted on stamped paper, and should be 
addressed to the Director of Stores, Police, Boulac, in sealed enve- 
lopes marked “ Tender for the supply of clothing, &c.” 

No tender will be considered unless it is accompanied by a 
declaration from a Bank in Egypt, as stated in Art. 2 of the 
Specification. 

The Administration does not bind itself to accept the lowest or 
any tender. 
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The “Journal Officiel” of the Egyptian Government, in its issue 
of 26th ult., announces that the Barrage 
Tenders for Paint. Administration is prepared to receive tenders 
up to 10 a.m. on the Ist March next for the 
supply of paint, &c., required during 1901. 
The approximate quantities required are as under :— 
Red oxide paint a ; 5,000 kilos. 


Dry colour paint ... ove 
White zinc powder 600 


Aspinall’s enamel ... ose pei ose 50 tins 
Varnish... one 100 kilos. 


The Barrage Administration does not. bind itself to accept the 
lowest or any other tender. All offers must be enclosed in sealed 
envelopes inscribed “ Tenders for the supply of paint, &., 1901,” 
and must comply with the Government Regulations. 

The general conditions of tender as published in the “ Journal 
Officiel ” may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


BRAZIL. 


According to a despatch to the State Department from the United 
Port Works at States Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, the 
Government of Brazil will advertise shortly for 
Bara. bids for the dredging of the port of Para, and 

for building some necessary piers. 


Feb, 7, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 321 


THE PIECE-GOODS TRADE OF BOMBAY IN 1900.* 


The most important part of the import trade of Bombay is in 
piece-goods, which come almost entirely from Lancashire. The 
trade in these last year must be characterised as small, but not 
unprofitable, for in a steadily rising market dealers were able to 
make fair profits, and as prices were well maintained throughout 
the year there were few, if any, losses on realisation. Although, 
therefore, the trade may have been'25 per cent. less, the profits on 
the business were not correspondingly reduced, but all the same 
the year was a disappointing one. 

The falling off in the consumption of imported goods has to 
some extent, however, been met by an increased trade in Indian- 
made cloths, the mills in Ahmedabad having placed large quantities 
of goods upon the Bombay bazaars for sale in a rising market at 
the best prices obtainable. Twelve months ago very fair stocks of 
cloth were held by the mills, but these have now been worked 
down, and to this extent the trade generally is in a healthier 
position. From Ahmedabad large supplies of dhooties and other 
cloths were received in Bombay, and as these have been sold at 
prices relatively cheaper than imported goods, the trade in 
English cloths has suffered, and may possibly continue on a 
reduced scale until sterling prices are more reasonable, the present 
cost of many cloths being much above the average level of the 
past few years. The relative cheapness of local-made cloths was 
caused by the stagnation of trade in China, which made spinning 
unprofitable, and enabled manufacturers to obtain supplies of 
cheap yarns for their looms. 

In imported goods the img pd was chiefly in grey shirtings 
and grey dhooties, the receipts of the former having declined from 
394 lakhs of pieces to 234, and of the latter from 364 lakhs of 
pairs to 13}. In both there is local competition, and in dhooties 
the English trade has suffered very severely. In other makes, 
such as madapollams, jaconets, and drills, the decline in last 
year’s imports was not more than might reasonably have been 
expected in a famine year, and in these the local competition is not 
very great as yet. The imports of grey cloths, however, have 
fallen off very heavily of late, and from the latest published returns 
there is only a very moderate decline in the production of local- 
made goods in the Bombay Presidency, the output of dhooties 
having been only very slightly less than in the corresponding 
period of the two previous years, whereas shirtings and longcloths 
have been in excess. 

One point of interest to the piece-goods trade was the renewal 
in December for five years from the Ist January, 1901, of the 
freight contract with the Anchor, Hall, Clan, and City lines, which 


ensures to dealers for all their importations from England a fixed 


rate of freight up to the end of 1905. 
* Based on particulars published in the “ Times of India” for 12th ult. 
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THE CAMPHOR INDUSTRY OF FORMOSA. 


With reference to the article on pp. 20-21 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for October last on the Camphor Industry of 
Formosa, taken from a report of H.M. Consul for the district, of 
North Formosa, a further reference to the same subject will be 
found in the recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at 
Tainan (South Formosa), in which it is stated that the export of 
camphor from that district rapidly decreased after the Japanese 
occupation of the island, and it ceased entirely from 22nd June, 1899, 
when the Formosan Government-General issued an Ordinance 
establishing a camphor and camphor oil monopoly. Up to that 
date, 855 cwts., valued at 2,9791., were exported from the district 
by Chinese and Japanese, who, it is presumed, must have purchased 
the camphor from stills erected by foreign capital up country, or 
from Chinese to whom foreigners had already advanced money for 
the manufacture and purchase of camphor. There were no 
deliveries during the year to foreign merchants, who thus for the 
first time had no share in a business originated and entirely 
developed in South Formosa by themselves. 

The reason of this apparent apathy on the part of foreigners i is 
that they had already invested large sums in camphor for which 
no return had been made, and that it had become too risky to 
advance or invest further capital in the business owing to various 
causes mentioned in previous reports, of which the persistent 
interference and obstruction of local officials was the principal. 

_All the camphor produced in the island during the remainder 
of the year from 22nd June to 31st December, 1899, was purchased 
by the Government-General, under the Camphor Monopoly Regula- 
tions ; but none was exported until after 24th March, 1900, when 
the monopoly of the export of camphor from the island was 
disposed of by tender to the foreign firm which had already 
obtained the monopoly of the import of opium. The total amount 
of crude camphor produced in the island and purchased by the 
Government, from 22nd June to 31st December, was about 10,000 
piculs (11,900 cwts.), and the prices paid to the camphor workers 
in the various districts were as follows :— 


Per Picul. 
District. 

Ist Class 2nd Class 3rd Class 

Yen sen. Yen sen. Yen sen. 
Taihoku Camphor Office ae 0 27 +0 24 
Shinchiku 29 26 10 23 50 
Byoritsu * ove 24 80 22 30.:! 
Taichu 26 23 40 21 10 
Kinkipo ” see oe 22 0 19 80 17 80 
Kato 24 80 22 30 


or an average of 24 yen 40 sen per picul (1334 lbs.). 
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These prices do not include cost of transport to the camphor 
factory at T'aihoku, where the crude camphor is put through a 
cleansing and pressing process, and sold to the purchaser of the 
monopoly at an average of 90 yen per picul. Allowing for cost 
of transport the difference between buying and selling price is 
about 60 yen per picul. The Government-General estimates its 
camphor monopoly receipts during the year 1900 on the basis 
of a yield of between 30,000 and 50,000 piculs, at 3,455,035 yen, 
and its expenses in connection with the purchase, transport, and 
manufacture of camphor, at 2,127,612 yen; thus showing an 
estimated profit of 1,327,423 yen. In addition, the Government- 
General reserves to itself the right of disposing of up to 5,000 
piculs of camphor, at the same price as that paid by the purchasers 
of the monopoly, to buyers in Japan, for use in the country, and 
has also sold the monopoly of the camphor oil production of 
‘Formosa to a Japanese in the main island. 

The production of camphor oil during the half-year is estimated 
at the maximum of 15,000 piculs, from which it is calculated that 
7,500 piculs of camphor can be obtained. The purchaser of this 
monopoly is reported to have sold the right of refining the camphor 
obtained from the oil to a Japanese dealer at Kobé, and to have 
given the agency for the sale of the camphor abroad to the Mitsui 
Bussan firm at that port. 

_ ‘The camphor produced at Kiusiu in Japan proper, amounting 
to an average of about 6,000 piculs a year, is not included in the 
Formosan Government-General monopoly. 

Taking the mean production of lormosan camphor to be 
40,000 piculs a year— and it is doubtful whether the island will 
produce so much—there is still available for use in Japan or 
export abroad, independently of the monopoly, camphor to the 
extent of about 18,000 piculs a year. 

The camphor forests are situated in the territory of the 
‘aborigines on the eastern side of the island, principally in the 
north-eastern and central districts, and are, practically, outside 
the control of the Government. Their area is vaguely computed 
at between 2,000,000 and 3,000,000 acres, but this is merely 
guess-wcrk, as the country has never been surveyed, owing to 
difficulty of access and the hostility of the numerous tribes 
inhabiting it. The monopoly was established with the object 
of protecting the forests which, it was said, were being wantonly 
destroyed by wasteful cutting ; but its effect will, probably, be to 
accelerate their destruction. Steps, however, are being taken 
towards afforestation along the borders of the savage territory 
where the stills are situated. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,544.) 
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THE MEXICAN COTTON INDUSTRY. 


A report recently received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Legation at Mexico City, states that the production of raw cotton 
in the Republic of Mexico is steadily increasing, owing to the 
attention it is receiving in the northern portion of the country, 
especially in the States of Coahuila and Durango. The latest 
returns published by the Department of Fomento (Ministry of 
Colonisation, Industries, &c.), in the Year Book for 1898, put 
the production of cotton in Mexico at 45,525,767 kilos., or, 
say, nearly 900,000 cwts. in round figures, of which the two 
States above mentioned produced respectively 189,464 cwts. and 
511,350 cwts. The figures for 1892-1898 are given in the Year 
Book named as follows, viz. :— 


Production of Cotton in Mexico. 


Year. | Quantity. Increase. Decrease. 

Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 

1898 oss 896,126 249,809 


The increase in later years is due to the operations of the 
Tlahualilo Company, and more especially to an extensive 
system of irrigation on the Nazas River, reclaiming and planting 
a large area of ground with cotton, which in that district grows 
very abundantly. The example given by this company serves as 
a stimulus for others of a similar character, whose chief object 
should be the cultivation of cotton in other districts or zones of 
the country. The principal cotton-growing districts of the 
Republic are situated in the States of Coahuila, Durango, 
Guerrero, Oaxaca, Tepic, and Vera Cruz; though at one time 
nearly the whole belt on the Pacific Coast situated between the 
sea shore and the mountain range was considered as a very 
productive cotton-growing district. The State of Chihuahua was 
also in former times a large cotton producer, but it has ceased to 
be so on account of the difficulties for irrigation. 

The report states that the consumption of raw cotton in the 
numerous factories as given in the returns sent in to the Govern- 
ment for fiscal purposes was 532,400 cwts. in 1899, of which 
127,398 cwts. were imported, against 508,550 cwis. in 1898, of 
which 162,246 cwts. were imported. 

The production of cotton piece-goods in the Republic of Mexico 
in the year 1899 shows an increase of nearly 9 per cent. over the 
production of 1898, amounting to 10,782,349 pieces of unbleached 
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or bleached cotton goods or prints, containing about 260,000,000 
square yards. The greater quantity of this production was of cheap 
— made on purpose to meet the requirements of the lower 
Classes. 

In addition to piece-goods, the factories produced yarn amounting 
to 4,028,236 lbs., most of which is used in the making of cotton 
*‘rebozos,” or shawls, used by all classes, the prices of which vary, 
according to quality, from 1 dol. 25 c. to 50 dols., and even 60 dols. 
Mexican each. 

The number of cotton factories in working order on 31st 
December, 1899, was 127, as against 112 in the previous year. 
This figure only represents those that are working, the number of 
those closed for repairs or improvements being 10, making a total 
of 137. It is quite probable that the returns at the end of 1900 
will show another increase in numbers, as several new factories are 
in course of construction. 

The number of workmen, including women and children, 
employed in these various factories during the year 1899 was 
25,761. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,546.) 


= 
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TRADE OF TONGA (FRIENDLY ISLANDS) IN 1899. 


With reference to an interim report on the trade of Tonga 
(Friendly Islands) for the year 1899 on pp. 38, 39 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” for 5th April last, the following further par- 
ticulars have been received at the Foreign Office from the British 
Vice-Consul in that island. These particulars deal with the whole 
kingdom, and not, as the interim report for the most part did, with 
the port of Nukualofa only. 

In the latter report it was mentioned that the Collector of 
Customs had been changed at the close of the year 1899. That 
officer did not, however, long occupy the position, and he has been 
dismissed. Everything is therefore again in confusion, and the 
returns for the present year will probably be as difficult to obtain 
as were those of last; so many changes make the continuity of 
the correctness of the Customs books almost an impossibility. 

It will be noticed that owing to increasing trade the British 
tonnage was, in 1399, in excess of 1898 by more than 21,000 tons, 
whilst the next in numerical importance, Norwegian, only amounts 
to little more than one-seventeenth of the British. It should also 
be remarked that almost the entire British tonnage has been 
steam, whilst not a single foreign steamship has entered during 
the year. 

It is also satisfactory to notice that the imports have recovered 
to what may be considered the nominal figure of 1897, and the 
country may consequently be held to have got over the effects of 
the hurricane and drought of 1896. 

The imports from New South Wales, which in 1898 only 
amounted to one-half of those from New Zealand, are this year 
practically the same, New South Wales having overtaken New 
Zealand. This is to be attributed to increase in trade generally, 
and that, except for provisions, Sydney affords a better, because a 
larger market, to choose from. 

Owing to the ever-increasing amount of copra sent by the 
regular monthly steamer to Messrs. Lever Brothers’ oil mills in 
Sydney, the exports show that whilst Auckland gets 18 per cent., 
Sydney now secures 31 per cent. of the total. This is reducing, 
and will further reduce in the future, the entry of foreign sailing 
tonnage into Tonga. 

The following table, shows the value of the total imports into, 
and exports from, Tonga for the three years 1897-1899 :— 


| Imports. Exports. 
Year. 
Value. | Value. 
1897 ¥ 74,561 64,891 
1898 35,176 39,464 
1899 | 74,124 70,911 
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The following table shows the aggregate tonnage of the vessels 
entering the ports of Tonga during the years 1897-99 , distinguish- 
ing the different nationalities :— 


Nationality. 1897. 1898. 1899. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
British 70,798 74,388 95,686 
Danish 447 604 1,919 
German 2,260 931 262 
Norwegian .. aye one ne 7,895 | 5,177 5,707 
| 


Finally, with regard to the countries of origin and destination 
of Tonga trade, the following table shows the countries or places 


from and to which the imports and exports were brought and con- 
veyed during the years 1897-99 :— 


Imports. Exports. 
Country or Place. = 
1897. 1898, | 1899, | 1897. | 1898. | 1899, 
| 
| £ £ 
Azores ose of — | — 21,935 5,540 
Fiji . é 17 71 +|35,070 | 1,310 196 
New South Wales.. 42,336 | 9,920 34,833 | 13,286 | 8,107 | 22,279 
New Zealand oes 241 18,812 | | 4,697 4,878 | 13,294 
Savage Island ... 1138 "345 71: 12 494 656 55 
Samoa 2,651 8,653 | 2, 509 406 | 1,349 575 
Ponta del Gama ... | — {| — |30,959 
All others ... 1,178 2 374 22,764 | 18,738 _ 
Total 74,561 | 35,175 | 74,124 | 64,891 | 39,464 | 70,911 
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BRITISH INDIA. 
A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the India 
aie Office, of a Circular (No. 1 of 1901) issued by 
as the Finance and Commerce Department of the 
t of India, modifying the rates of 
‘an 8 overnment of India, modifying j 

ngars. the countervailing duties leviable upon Belgian 
sugars imported into British India. The new rates, which were to 

take effect from the 28th December last, are as follows :— 


Additional 
Kinds of sugar. Bounties bestowed by 
Belgium. te 
Per cwt 
R. a. p. 
Raw sugar ove ove a --- | 8°90 francs per 100 kilogs.| 1 2 10 
Refined sugar és eon soe -.. | 440 francs per 100 kilogs.} 1 5 3 


The following are the rates which were formerly leviable :— 


Additional 
Kinds of sugar. Bounties bestowed by duties 
Belgium. levied. 
Per cwt. 
Raw sugar one | 405 francs per 100 kilogs.| 1 4 0 
Refined sugar ... | 4°60 francs per 100 kilogs.} 1 6 


BRITISH COLOMBIA. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt of a copy of an Act, dated the 
31st August, 1900, imposing the following 
Taxes and taxes and in British 
Colombia. 

Owners of coal mines and coke ovens, respectively, are to pay to 
the Minister of Finance a tax of 5 cents per ton on coal and 9 cents 
per ton on coke which, since July Ist last, has been, or hereafter 
shall be, shipped, exported, or in any way delivered from coal 
mines or coke ovens in the Province. It has been provided, 
however, that the tax is not leviable on coal removed to coke ovens 
in the Province nor on coke produced from coal which may have 
already paid duty under the Act. 

The new duties are to be levied in addition to all royalties im- 
posed by any other Act, but they are to take the place of all taxes 
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on the land from which coal is mined, so long as such land is used 
solely for coal mining purposes, and on the land necessarily and 
actually used for coke ovens. 


QUEENSLAND. 


The “Queensland Government Gazette” for the 12th and’ 22nd 
initia December last, respectively, contains notices 
emptions irom — issued by the Treasury Department at Brisbane, 
Import Duty . 
. to the effect that filter press plants for treating 
gold ore slimes and parts of field and garden rollers are to be 
exempted from Customs duty on importation into Queensland. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


The Department of Trade and Customs of New Zealand have issued 
the following Decisions relative to the classifi- 

Customs Decisions. cation of certain articles under the Customs 
Tariff of the Colony :— 


Articles, and how classed. é | Rate of Duty. 


Ambulance waggons ; as surgical appliances ... ose ose ...| Free. 
Brilliantine hair-restorer (containing 43 per cent. of proof spirit) ; | 16s. the liquid 
as spirits, &c. gallon. 

Carbolic acid, No. 1 and No. 2, in 1 lb. and } lb, bottles; as carbolic | Free. 
acid, in bulk. 
Engines and boilers, specially imported for mining-dredges; as | 5 per cent., ad 
engines and boilers for mining purposes. valorem. 
Rubber frame-protectors, for bicycles; as articles not otherwise | Free. 
enumerated in the Tariff. 
Straw-plait and imitation straw-plait, for hat and bonnet-making ; | Free. 
as articles and materials suited only for, and to be used solely 
in, the fabrication of goods in the Colony. 


RUSSIA. 
A Circular issued by the Russian Customs Department on the 
Tariff 21st December/3rd January last, notifies that 
Sieatiniines thin plates of horn are to be dutiable under 
* — Section 215, point 2, of the Customs Tariff, at 
the rate of 60 copecks per poud (3s. 11d. per ewt.). 

A further Circular, dated 23rd December/5th January, notifies 
that contemporary publications, including journals of fashion (not 
excepting those which contain illustrations either in the body of 
their text or as appendices) are to be cleared under Section 178, 
points 3 or 4, of the Tariff, according as they are printed in 
Russian or in a foreign language. In the latter case they are free 
of duty ; in the former they are dutiable at the rate of 4 rs. 50 cop. 
per poud (11. 9s. 7d. per cwt.). These provisions do not apply in 
the case of extra supplements to such publications. 
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GERMANY—-CTOG SLAND). 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of the Customs Tariff in force in the 

ame se German Protectorate of Togoland, together 
ond +a with translations of various Ordinances relative 

: to the importation and exportation of certain 

articles, and to the storage of dutiable goods in private transit. 

warehouses within the Protectorate. 
I.—Import Tarif. 

The import duties at present leviable in Togoland, with the 
exception of those on spirits, were imposed in accordance with a 
Convention between Great Britain and Germany, signed at Berlin 
on the 24th February, 1894, establishing a Customs Union 


between the Gold Coast Colony (east of the Volta) and Togoland. 
The following are the duties leviable :— 


Mks.~ Pf. 
Tobacco ... Kilog. 0 50 
Firearms... .. Each 2. 00 


The import duties leviable on spirituous liquors—fixed in 
accordance with the provisions of the African Liquor Traffic 
Convention—have already been published in the “ Board of Trade- 
Journal ” (see issue for the 10th May last, pp. 271-2). The duties 
on such liquors are levied in accordance with the bill of lading 
taken in conjunction with the list drawn up by the tide waiter. 
Compensation for losses arising through the leakage and evapora-. 
tion of rum, or for the breakage of bottles containing gin packed. 
in cases, is allowed at the rate of 5 per cent. in either case. 

All articles other than those above mentioned and not specified 
in the subjoined schedule of articles exempted from duty are 
dutiable at the rate of 4 per cent. ad valorem. 


Articles exempted from duty :— 


Anchors and chains. | Drain-pipes. 

Drugs and medicines. Ironware for cooking purposes.. 

Bellows. Paints. 

Brooms. Flints. 

Bedding. Filters. 

Bitters, not being sweetened Flags. 
or mixed with spirits. Fresh meat. 

Blue indigo. Poultry. 

Books, newspapers, and printed Purses and pocket-books. 
matter. Safes and cash-boxes. 

Brushes and combs. Pictures. 

Chemicals. Coined money, legally current. 

Steam launches. Glassware. 
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‘ Bells. Empty demijohns. 

Gravestones. Candles. 

India-rubber. Machines for mining and 

Tools. agricultural purposes. 

Charcoal. Masts. 


Wood wares,excluding building 
materials and furniture. 

Millinery. 

Quicksilver. 

Trunks. 

Hand-bags and dressing cases. 

Beef and pork. 

Oars. 

Bags and sacks. 

Coffins. 

Salt. 

Seeds. 

Acids. 

Schea butter. 

Umbrellas. 

Stationery. 

Canvas. 

‘Trays, mirrors. 

Toys. 

Spirits, rendered unfit for 
drinking, and not intended 
for fortifying other spirituous 
liquors. 

Embroidery. 

Instruments, surgical. 

musical. 
scientific. 

Jewellery. 

Calabashes. 

Chalk. 

Chains. 

Clothing, passengers’ personal, 

Buttons. 

Coals. 

Confectionery. 

Corkwood. 

Lamps. 

Agricultural and gardening 
implements. 


Mats. 

Mineral waters. 

Grindstones. 

Show cards. 

Needlework and sewing 
materials. 

Oil, except kerosine and 
illuminating oils. 

Pitch and tar. 

Horses, mules and asses. 

Harness. 

Plants. 

Photographic apparatus and 
materials. 

Tarpaulins. 

Matches. 

Straw goods. 

Chairs. 

Molasses. 

Tallow. 

Clocks and watches. 

Educational appliances, im- 
ported with the sanction of 
the proper authority. 

Veuocipedes. 

Cattle. 

Scales. 

Carriages and carts. 

Oakum. 

Shoe blacking. 

Goats and sheep. 

Every kind of article which is 
imported with the sanction 
of the Commissioner in the 
public or official interest. 

Coopers’ stores, including casks, 
puncheon shooks, hoops, and 
rivets or hooks required for 
making them up. 


Missionary societies resident in the Protectorate are entitled to 
a refund of the duties paid by them on goods imported for their 
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use, but the amount refunded to any individual society is not to: 
exceed 1,000 marks annually. 

The following regulations are in force with regard to the 
importation of fire-arms, gunpowder and ammunition. The 
importation of these goods can only be carried on by sea. 
Importation across the frontiers is only allowed under a special 
permit accorded by the Administration, and such permits must 
only be given for a specified number cf fire-arms and a specified 
quantity of gunpowder, and only if ample security be given that 
the goods to be imported will not be sold or otherwise supplied to: 
third persons. 

The importation of rifled and non-rifled muzzle-loaders with 
percussion caps, and especially of the so-called cap-guns, is 
prohibited. 

Contravention of these regulations is punishable with confiscation 
of the imported goods, and with imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding three months or with a fine not exceeding 5,000 marks, 
with or without imprisonment. | 

The importation is also prohibited of Maria-Theresa dollars and 
other coins which do not represent such money as is allowed to 
circulate within the Protectorate. 


Il.—Export Tariff. 

So far as the Board of Trade are aware, the only export duty 
leviable.is that on sheep, which are dutiable at the rate of two 
marks per head. The export of cattle from the Protectorate, either 
by sea or across the land frontiers, is prohibited ; but the Imperial 
Commissioner is entitled, in special cases, to grant a license 
permitting the export of a certain number of cattle. 

The export of wood is only permitted subject to the consent of 
the District Commissioner, and the same regulation is applicable 
to the felling of wood for industrial purposes on land which is not 
private property. 

Nutwood may not be exported from the Protectorate, under 
penalty of a fine not exceeding 1,000 marks or imprisonment for 
not more than three months, with or without the fine. 


III.— Regulations as to Storage of Goods in Private Transit 
Warehouses. 


Dutiable goods upon which the duties have not been paid imme- 
diately on their entry can be deposited by merchants in private 
transit warehouses, which are bonded by the Customs Manage- 
ment. Special declarations of such goods are to be made in 
duplicate by the owner of the warehouse, one copy being returned 
to him by the Customs Authorities together with a report on the 
condition of the goods. When notice is given of the removal of 
goods from private warehouses, the amount of the duties 
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payable thereon is computed on the ascertained quantity as specified 
in the declaration to be made on their removal. 

Dutiable goods removed from private warehouses for re-exporta- 
tion from the Protectorate are exempt from import duty, if, within 
a period not exceeding 30 days to be determined by the Customs 
Authorities, due notice of the re-exportation has been given to the 
said Authorities. In default of such notice, the duties leviable 
under the Tariff must be paid, and a fine not exceeding 1,000 
marks can also be inflicted. Under no circumstances can compen- 
sation be granted for payment of duty when the goods have once 
been put into circulation. : 

In the case of all articles, the duty must be paid or the goods 
removed within two years from the time of their deposit in the 
warehouse. 


ITALY. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the classification 
of various articles under the Customs Tariff of 
Customs Decisions. Italy, recently published by the Italian Ministry 


of Finance :— 
Description of Article and Tariff Tariff Rates of English 


Classification. Duty. Equivaleuts. 


Lire. Cts. & 

“% Aphthentheer,” a compound of vegetable | 100 Kilogs. 60 00 |Cwt. 1 
tar used as a specific for foot-and-mouth | 
disease, dutiable under No. 70, 3, of the | 
Tariff as “non-alcoholic medicinal com- 
pounds, not otherwise specified.” 

Bars of iron moulded and twisted while hot 2 10} 
into @ helicoid shape.—It is held that the 
process of twisting while hot is not 
sufficient to justify the classification of 
the goods in question as “iron of second 
fabrication,” and they will therefore be 
dutiable as “iron, rolled or hammered in 
bars,” under No, 213 a, 2, of the Tariff. 

Automatic balances for weighing beetroot, 30 00! ,, G19. 
known as “ Chronos balances,” dutiable 
under No. 218 b, 4, of the Tariff as “iron 
and steel of second fabrication, in articles 
principally manufactured from light 
pieces of iron or steel, oxidised, &c.” 

Metal polish, known as “ Bluebell liquid,” “ 48 00; , 019 6 
dutiable under No. 8, b, of the Tariff as 
“mineral oils, not specially tariffed.” . 

Tarred pasteboard in which is inserted a ” 2 00] » 0 0 9 
thin sheet of metal, dutiable under No. 
194, a, of the Tariff by assimilation to 
ordinary pasteboard. 


& 
4 5 


334 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Feb. 7, 1901. 


Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


Description of Article and Tariff Tariff Rates of English 
Classification. Duty. Equivalents. 
Lire. Cts.) £ 8. d, 
Waste of silk, mixed with cotton and wool Free Free 


is to be classified as “ waste silk, raw, not 
specially tariffed ’’ under No. 154 a, 2, of 
the Tariff. 

“ Lactina,’a cattle-food composed of different | 100 Kilogs. 3 15 |Cwt. 0 1 34 
hinds of meal, dutiable under No. 238, f, of 
the Tariff as “ flours of grains not other- 
wise specified, &c.” 

Strips of linen, coated with emery, dutiable se 55 00) ,, 12 4 
at half the rate applicable under N¢. 99 
of the Tariff to “ribbons of linen or 


hemp.” 

Camels’ hair, combed, dutiable under No. m 1 00] , 061 
130 d, 1, of the Tariff as *‘ wool, combed, 
und ed.” 

Rails of the“ Phania” type for railways— . 10 50, ,, 0 4 3} 


( 1) If straight, these rails are dutiable as 
“iron of second fabrication, in articles ' 
principally manufactured from heavy 
pieces of iron,” under No. 218 a, 1, of the | 
Tariff. 

(2) If curved, they are dutiable as “iron of - | ae eee 0 
second fabrication, &c.,’”’ under No. 218 a, | 
2, of the Tariff. 

Salicylate of bismuth, dutiable under No. 52 | si 100 00) ,, 20 8 
of the Tariff as “ salts of bismuth.” | 

Tissues in which lace has been inserted in | 
the process of weaving are, for tariff 

* purposes, to be assimilated to figured | 
open-woven tissues, according to class. | 

Ulewite or boro-natrocalcite, dutiable under 01 
No. 41 of the Tariff as “ borax or borate 
of soda.” | 


or 


44 


VENEZUELA. 


A translation has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
: : Foreign Office, of a Venezuelan Decree dated 
Cords for Hats. silken cords, cut into pieces not exceeding 80 
centimetres in length, shall be subject to duty 
under Class IV. of the Venezuelan Tariff (articles dutiable at the 
rate of 75 centimes of a bolivar per kilog.), this being the classifi- 
cation for silk ribbons of the same dimensions, which, like the 
cords referred to, are only used in the manufacture of hats. 


With reference to the notices which appeared at pp. 296-7 of the 
Abolition of * Board of Trade Journal ” for the 8th November 
last and at p. 532 of the “Journal” for the 


Export Duty on 6th December, relative to a Venezuelan Decree 
imposing, among other taxes, a duty of 100 


Unwrought Gold. 
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bolivars per kilog. on unwrought gold exported from Venezuela, 
the Board of Trade have now received information, through the 
Foreign Office, to the effect that the export duty in question has 
been abolished by a Presidential Decree dated the 11th ult. 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 25 of the “ Board 
a of Trade Journal ” for the 3rd ult., relative to 
aemiiiien at the increase in the proportion of the Brazilian 
cota Customs duties payable in gold from 15 to 25 
Customs Duties . pay h 
Payable in Gold. per cent., the Board of Trade have now 
received, through the Foreign Office, a transla- 
tion of Article 5 of the Brazilian Budget Law for 1901, under 
which the increase in question was imposed. 

The article provides that all the Custom House Departments 
shall receive instructions to the effect that, until the exchange- 
value of the paper-milreis reaches 104d., the collection of the duties 
in the proportions of 75 per cent. in paper, and 25 per cent. in gold, 
shall be effected so as to make 100 milreis payable in accordance 
with the Tariff correspond exactly to the fixed total of 139 milreis. 
This total (139 milreis) was fixed when, in January, 1900, the 
collection of import duties was commenced at the ratio of 85 per 
cent. paper to 15 per cent. gold, 74d. having then been taken as 
the exchange-value of the paper milreis. (See also ‘‘ Board of 
Trade Journal ” for the 16th August last, p. 402.) 

From the limit of 104d. upwards, the advantages of a rise in the 
rate of exchange will be solely in the favour of imports, 75 per 
cent. paper and 25 per cent. gold being collected without regard to 
any other factor. 


ECUADOR. 
New Customs Tariff—(continued from p. 288). 
Crass IV. 
Articles dutiable at the rate of 2 cents of a sucre* per kilog., gross weight. 


[Nore.—Including the surtaxes, the duty under this Class is 
equivalent to 4 cents of a sucre per kilog., gross weight. | 


Steel, tin, or lead in bars, pigs, flat bars, sheets, or other 
unmanufactured form. 

Palm oil and cocoanut oil. 

Mineral waters; effervescent waters, mineral or artificial, not 
otherwise specified. 

Anchors. 

Water pumps. 


* NorEe.—The actual value of the Ecuadorian sucre may be taken at about 2s. 
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Lime for masons. 

Conduits and tubes of iron, lead, earthenware, or clay. 

Common tarred cardboard and cardboard for binding books. 

Carts and wheelbarrows. 

Waggons for transport. 

Tallow. 

Barley. 

Nails of any metal. 

Sparkling kola-water. 

Barrel staves, unworked. 

Axles of iron and steel for waggons, carts, and wheelbarrows. 

Stearine. 

Iron in bars, ingots, plates, sheets, and pigs; hoop, angle, and 
T iron. 

Machine grease. 

Screw propellers for steamships. 

Maize. 

Dyewoods. 

Oleine and similar articles. 

Straw paper for packing or for sheathing vessels, and paper 
of wood-pulp, not printed. 

Paraffin. 

Salt fish from Peru, and similar kinds. 

Whetstones. 

Filtering stones. 

Tiles of marble or opaque glass, for flooring. 

Marble dust. 

Caustic potash. 

Clay retorts for gas. 

Wheels for waggons, carts or barrows. 

Silicate of soda or of potash. 

Caustic soda. 

Wheat and semolina for making alimentary pastes. 


Crass V. 
Articles dutiable at the rate of 3 cents of a sucre per kilog., gross weight. 


[Norr.—Including the surtaxes, the duty under this Class is 
equivalent to 6 cents. of a sucre per kilog., gross weight. | 


Refined tallow. 

Tinned sheet iron, not perforated. 

Corrugated iron sheets for walls or roofs, and iron gutters and 
ridgings. 

Wood in planks, cut up for making boxes. 

Zine, crude, or in unperforated sheets. 


Feb. 7, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 337 


New Ecuadorian Oustoms Tariff. 


Cuass VI. 


Articles dutiable at the rate of 5 cents of a sucre per kilog., gross weight. 


[ Note.—Including the surtaxes, the duty under this Class is 
equivalent to 10 cents. of a sucre per kilog., gross weight. | 


Machine oil. 
Annotto. 


Muriatic, nitric and sulphuric acids. 
Spirit of turpentine. 

Tar. 

Lavender. 

Almonds in shell. 


Mortars of marble, earthenware or composition. 

Canary seed. 

Apparatus for manufacture of aerated waters. 

Liquid ammonia. 

Alum. 

Hazel nuts. 

Codfish. 

Cast iron balustrades for balconies. 

Baths. 

Barometers. 

Barrels, buckets, hogsheads, &c., made of wood, fitted together 
or in pieces. 

Pitch. 

Brass or bronze in unperforated sheets, bars, pigs, or other un- 
manufactured form. 

Navigating compasses. 

Iron chains for vessels or small craft. 

Wood boxes in pieces, for packing. 

Tron safes and doors for safety vaults. 

Bells. 

Ordinary earthenware jars. 

Salt meat. 

Carriages, fitted together or in pieces, and their parts, loose. 

Beer in any package, 

Prunes. 

Tron stoves for cooking. 

Iron beams and pillars for buildings. 

Small Chilean cocoa nuts. 

Crucibles. 

Hessians or sackcloth. 

Sheep skins, not dressed. 

Sugar refuse. 


“ Chicha” (a fermented fruit drink) of all kinds, 
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Tapioca, sago, and other starch foods. 

Tarred sackcloth for packing. 

Water closets. 

Brooms. 

Shoe pegs of iron or wood. 

Statues of wood or marble, &c., of more than one metre high. 

Tow of all kinds. 

Matches in tins with wooden cases. 

Water filters. 

Forges. 

Dried fruits and other uncooked comestibles, not otherwise 
specified. 

Jacks for raising weights. 

Ginger ale. 

Flour of wheat, maize or other grains. . 

Cotton lint and waste. 

Ordinary soap for washing clothes (such as Marseilles and Paris 
soap). 

Raw hams. 

Sisal and manila (hemp) rope. 

Kerosine, testing 150 deg. or more. 

Linseed. 

Porcelain or fine earthenware. 

Maizena (cornflower). 

Machetes for agricultural purposes. 

Machinery for tinsmiths or carpenters weighing less than 
50 kilogs. 

Nuts. 

Articles of glass or ordinary crystal. 

Church organs. 

Broom straw. 

Printed packing paper and paper bags. 

Raisins. 

Marble slabs, not polished. 

Sheets of iron, with ornamentation, for buildings. 

Oars. 

Salts of ammonia. 

Sulphate of copper. 

‘Tacks of any metal, yellow or of any other colour, excepting those 
with gilt heads. 

Glass roofs with their framework. 

Basins, jars, pots, and pans of earthenware. 

Writing inks. 

Flat sheet glass, not silvered. 

Wines in general, except medicinal or sparkling. 

Anvils or vices for blacksmiths, 
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Ciass VII. 


Articles dutiable at the rate of 10 cents of a sucre per kilog., 
gross weight. 


[Nore.—Including the surtaxes, the duty under this Class is 
equivalent to 20 cents of a sucre per kilog., gross weight. | 


Almond, castor, linseed, and olive oils, 
Whale oil. 

Pea-nut oil. 

Cottonseed oil. 

Olives, however packed. 

Stills of all kinds, and all their accessories. 
Starch of all kinds. , 
Almonds without shells. 

Indigo. 

Harmoniums. 

Red lead. 

Prussian blue. 

Sulphur. 

Sugar. 

Glass apparatus for making “ soda.” 
Varnish. 

. Empty barrels, i.e, those not serving for the transport of 
merchandise. If containing goods, the barrels will pay the duty 
which corresponds to their contents, always provided that ‘this 
duty is higher than that payable on the empty barrels ; when the 
duty on such merchandise is less, then the merchandise shall pay 
the same duty as the empty barrels. 

Billiard tables, and the accessories which come with them. 
Bed pans and their fittings. 

Iron or metal bedsteads. 

Fine earthenware jars. 

Brushes and brooms. 

Wax, raw. 

Copper, unworked, and in unperforated sheets. 

Preserves, and other articles of food not expressly mentioned. 
Corks, for bottles. 

Fine crystal ware. 

Ticking. 

Pickles. 

Tarred felt for sheathing ships. 

Alimentary pastes. 

Matches, in tins without wooden exterior boxes. 

Bellows, for forges. 

Axes and hatchets. 

Sewing-thread, for sacks or sails. 


a 
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Oilcloth, for floors. 

Musical instruments more than one metre high. 
Syrups, not medicinal. 

Cotton cordage. 

Wool, unworked. 

Blank books. 

Sand-paper. 

Machetes not intended for clearing underwood 
Lard and butter. 

Butter-cake. 

Putty. 

Carpenters’ measures and spirit levels. 
Furniture of all classes, fitted together or in pieces, of whatever 


material, and with whatever covering. 


Sage. 

Writing paper, and paper of other classes not specified. 
Matting. 

Rosin. 

Pianos. 

Marble slabs for furniture or monuments. 
Fine whetstones, for razors. 

Pepper. 

Paint, mixed or in powder, or of any other kind. 
String and twine of all kinds. 

Smoothing irons. 

Baking powders. 

Porcelain. 

Vegetable seeds. 

Cheeses of all kinds. 

Empty sacks, and sacks of fine paper. 
Envelopes. 

Tailors’, blacksmiths’, or tinsmiths’ scissors. 
Chalk, not manufactured. 

Candles of all classes. 

Vinegar. 

Gypsum. . 


VIII. 


Articles dutiable at the rate of 15 cents of a sucre per kilog., gross 


weight. 


[Nore.—Including the surtaxes, the duty under this Class is 


equivalent to 30 cents of a sucre per kilog., gross weight. | 


Steel, iron, brass, bronze, copper, and tin manufactures. 
Aniseed. 
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Carraway seed. 

Labels, printed, engraved, or lithographed for manufactures of 
the country. 

Tron tools of all classes for artisans and workmen, and handles 
for the same. 

Tin plate, manufactured, or in perforated sheets. 

Lasts, for boots. 

Tombstones. 

Mustard. 

Lead, manufactured, in shot or other form. 

Zinc, manufactured, or in perforated sheets. 


Cuass IX. 


Articles dutiable at the rate of 25 cents of a sucre per kilog., gross 
weight. 


[Nore.—Including the surtaxes, the duty under this Class is 
equivalent to 50 cents of a sucre per kilog., gross weight. | 


Fans, common, of paper or straw. 

Scented waters—* Florida,” “ Kananga,” “ Divina,” and others 
of common kinds, and bay-rum. 

Spirits, bitters, and liqueurs in general. 

Acetate of copper. 

Telephonic and telegraphic apparatus. 

Carpets, made from coarse tissues (“jergon ”) or shag of cotton, 
linen, or jute. 

Pillows. 

Aniline, carmine, cochineal, and purpurine. 

Chandeliers and candelabra of metal, crystal, or other material 
for any class of light: 

Undershirts, drawers, and stockings, of cotton or linen (woven . 
as on stocking frames). 

Sugar candy. 

Leather bands for machinery. 

Barbacoa pitch. 

Whalebone and its imitations in steel, for dresses. 

Blacking, for boots, in paste or liquid. 

Bicycles and velocipedes. 

Tobacco-pipes, and mouthpieces, of wood or ordinary clay. 

Benzoin, or fumigating gum. 

Buttons of all classes, excepting gilt or silvered, and exclusive 
of studs for shirts. 

Cardboard boxes, empty or not fitted. 

Cases for mathematical and other scientific instruments ; paint 
boxes. 

Cloves, cinnamon, and aromatic or sweet pepper. 

Sweetmeats. 


| 
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Verdigris. 

Carbonate of copper. 

Glue. 

Prepared wax for shoemakers. 

Paper kites, 

Wicker baskets. 

Writing pads. 

Clothes brushes, nail brushes, and other kinds not specified. 

Small boxes, of glass, wood, or iron, 

Cushions. 

Mattresses. 

Tapes. 

Embroidery or cords of cotton or linen. 

Tanned hides for boots or other uses. 

Champagne. 

Shawls, and mantles of cotton or linen without admixture of silk 
or wool. 

Common guns, not breechloaders. 

Cotton elastics. 

Framed lookiug-glasses. 

Blank labels for bottles. 

Invoices and other printed, engraved, or lithographed documents. 

Fruit preserved in spirits. 

Biscuits. 

Hooks and eyes. 

Jellies. 

Gum arabic. 

Cotton and linen thread for sewing or knitting. 

Oil-cloths for table covers. 

Musical instruments less than 1 metre high. 

Medicinal syrups. 

Children’s toys. 

Sealing wax. 

Pictures with frames. 

Lead pencils. 

Lanterns. 

Glass, silvered, for mirrors. 

Watch glasses. 

Wooden taps for barrels. 

Portmanteaus. 

Frames for portraits. 

Lamp wicks. 

Wicks for tinder-boxes. 

Medicines and drugs in general. 

Fancy tables for parlours. 

Microscopes. 
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Mouldings of wood, gilt or not, in strips or forming frames for 
pictures. 

Nutmegs. 

Articles of aluminium in general, unless specially tariffed | 
under a class liable to a higher rate of duty. 

Gilt or silvered paper. 

Sensitised paper for photography. 

Paper for various uses, perforated. 

Straw or cane for matting, &c. 

Writing cases. 

Gum pastilles, and other medicinal pastilles. 

Square shawls of cotton or linen, without mixture of wool or 
silk. 

Combs ; small combs and tooth combs, not of ivory or tortoise- 
shell. 
Combs, gilt or silvered, or ornamented with imitation jewels will 
be charged duty as imitation jewellery. 

Painters’ brushes, large or small. 

Pisco” (white grape spirit). 

Piano organs. 

Feather brushes. 

Penholders. 

Rosaries. 

Tomato sauce and sauces in general, 

Cards, blank or printed. 

Tea. 

Telescopes. 

Scissors, not elsewhere specified. 

Marking ink and ink for seals. 

Inkstands. 

All cotton tissues not specified in other classes, and unbleached 
calicoes with the exception of handkerchiefs. 

Vases of wood or horn, 

Sparkling wines. 

Yerba maté from Paraguay. 

[All articles not comprised in any of the 14 desi of the Tariff, 
will pay duty under the present Class. | 


(To be continued.) 
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RUSSIA. 
It is stated that, under the estimates of the Department of Trade 
and Industry of the Ministry of Finance for: 
Shipping Bounties. 1901, the sum assigned for the encouragement 
of Russian navigation amounts to Rs, 35,26,604, 
or 74,7017. It is apportioned as follows :— 


Name of Company. Roubles, & Sterling. 


.1—The Black Sea Navigation Company— 
1. Mileage (from 1891 to 1905) .. 616,000 65,450 
2. For maintenance of Black Sea-Bulgaria line 39,084°50 4,152 
‘ of steamers mileage (from 1895 to 1905). 
Il.—The Amur Navigation Company— 
1. Maintenance of steam communication in 183,532°50 19,500» 
Amur basin (from 1894 to 1903), from 1904 
to 1908 to be diminished by 50 per cent. 


2. Additional mileage rate for maintenance of 66,467°50 7,062" 
regular postal service (from 1898 to 1902). 
IIl.—7o Feodoroff—F or maintenance of communi- 6,000 637 
cation between Vladivostock, Russian Island, 
and “ Eastern Bosphorus” Straits subsidy of | 
(to 1903). 
IV.—The Black Sea Danube Steamship Naviga- 313,180 | 33,277 
tion Company—Mileage (from 1898 to 1901). 
V.—The Caucasus and Mercury Compan 289,390°40 30,747 
Mileage for maintenance of regular postal 
service on Caspian. 
VI.—The Archangel Murman Steamship Line— 
1. Mileage for maintenance of regular service 227,464 24,168 
for ports in White Sea and Frozen Ocean 
(from 1896 to 1915). 
2. For maintenance of regular communication 13,596 1,445, 
between the Petchora and Archangel (1898 
to 1915). 
VIL—For maintenance of regular service on 10,000 1,062" 
Petchora River. 
VIIl.—The Kiakhta Ce Company—Mile- 33,938 3,606 
age for regular pa and passenger steam- 
<4 ‘sala on e Baikal (12 years from 
IX.—70 Glotoff—for postal and passenger steam- 50,737°50 5,891 
ship service on Lena River (12 years from 
1896). 
X.—7Zo Glotoff—for maintenance of additional 42,213°60 4,485 
sailings on Lena River (from 1900 to 1907). 
XI.—Subsidy to owners of Russian steamers 35,000 8,719 
plying in one of the arms of the Amur River. 
XI1.—Subsidy to volunteer fleet ... 600,000 63,750 
XIII.—Return of Suez Canal dues paid by 1,000,000 106,250 
Russian steamers. 
3,526,604 374,701 
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The British Commercial Agent in Russia reports that according 
, to the “ Bourse Gazette” of 2nd January 
ae. Se last, the Tariff Committee of the Ministry 
Seen Bet of Finance has assented to the application 
Asiatic 8.S. Co of the Russian East Asiatic Steamship Com- 
“pany to benefit by the same reduced railway 
tariff from Moscow to Odessa, for the export of goods to the 
Far East, already in force for goods despatched for carriage by the 
Volunteer Fleet, and to the East Asiatic Company participating in 
the direct through traffic from all stations of the Russian Railway 
system via Odessa and Novorossisk, to the ports of the Far East. 
The above company will this year arrange a regular service between 
the Baltic and Black Sea ports and those of the Far East. The 
Company’s steamer “Korea” was to leave Odessa on 15/28th 
January on her first regular run, the second, the ‘“ Manchuria,” 
sailing 15/28th February. 


According to the British Commercial Agent in Russia, the ‘‘ Novoe 
, Vremia ” having lately reported, in a telegraphic 
from Vladivostock, that the 
“i Chinese Eastern Railway is to be transferred to 
the Crown, the “Novosti” of St. Petersburg states that the 
Chinese Eastern Railway Administration categorically contradicts 
this rumour, as by the T'reaty concluded by the Russian authorities 
with the Chinese Government, and still in full force, all the land 
covered by the bed of the line and by the station buildings, &c., 
was leased for 80 years, at the expiration of which period the 
whole stock of the railway becomes the property of the Chinese 
Government. 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia, in a recent report to the 
Pr f Foreign Office, states that according to the 
Sibe seageoeh “St. Petersburg Gazette” the branch of the 
man al'way- Siberian railway from the station of Nikolskol 
(on the Ussuri line) to the Chinese frontier station is now finished. 
This branch is 106 versts in length, or about 70 miles. The 
‘Moscow Viedomosti” announces that the trans-Baikal section is 
now nearing completion, that is, from Kaidalovo to Nagodan, on 
the Chinese frontier, this latter branch being 325 versts, or 217 
miles, in length. The above would complete, with the exception of 
the circum-Baikal line, the purely Russian portion of the whole 
undertaking. The chief of the works for the construction of the 
cireum-Baikal line has just arrived in St. Petersburg for the 
definite decision as to the direction this line is to take, the 
building of which it is decided to begin from April, 1901. The 
offizial ‘Commercial and Industrial Gazette” states that from 


B 


| 

| 
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the opening of preliminary traffic along the Kaidalovo-Nagodan 
branch of the trans-Baikal section, the following distances and stages 
between the stations have been decided upon. From Kaidalovo to 
Unduraga 7 versts, to Mir 36 versts, to Mogsitui 49 versts, to Aga 
81 versts, to Onon-Kitaiski 126 versts, to Turga 161 versts, to 
Komarnaia 189 versts, to Borzaia 220 versts, to Timoshkino 258 
versts, to Sharosoon 294 versts, to Sibir 320 versts, and to the 
Chinese frontier 322 versts (1 verst = 3 mile). On the opening 
of regular traffic the following stations will be renamed: Mir, 
Onon-Kitaiski, Turga, Komarnaia, Timoshkino and Sibir. 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia in a recent report states 
Shipping at that the ‘“ Russi Viedomosti” of Moscow, of 
pping 7th January, quoting from a tele hic 
Viadivostock. account Vladivostock: to the 
Vremia,” says that the roadsteads of that port were, at the 
date of the Commercial Agent’s report, in spite of the winter 
season, busy with shipping, while the warehouses were packed 
with goods, much of which, owing to events in China, could 
not be forwarded in time via the Amour, and must now 
await the re-opening of navigation on that river. The past year 
has been remarkable for the amount of shipping. Up to 28th 
December some 370 vessels, with an aggregate net tonnage of 
610,000, excluding coasters, had entered the port. From the 
beginning of the Chinese disturbances wages and prices have risen 
nearly 100 per cent. The town has applied for the postponement 
of the date, 1st—14th January, 1901, for the proposed introduction 
of Custom duties, fearing a still greater rise in prices, but no news 
had been received to date as to the success of the application. 


GERMANY. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 457-9 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 29th November last respecting the 

Contract for SS German Subsidised Mail Service 
ae - ports, a memorandum by the Commercial 
Coast of Africa. ‘attaché to H.M. Embassy at Berlin has been 
received at the Foreign Office dealing with the contract between 
the German Colonial Office and the Woermann Line for services to 


the West Coast of Africa. The memorandum gives the following 


summary of the chief points of this contract :— 

The Colonial Department of the Foreign Office on the 14th of 
August, 1900, concluded a shipping agreement with the Woermann 
Line in Hamburg, which comes into operation on the Ist of J anuary, 
1901. It contains the following provisions which are of interest to 


the public :— 
The Woermann Line binds itself to establish and maintain a 
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regular monthly service of steamers between Hamburg, Swakopmund 
and Liideritzbucht, and a service every four weeks between Cape 
Town and Liideritzbucht and Swakopmund. The voyage from 
Hamburg to Swakopmund must be accomplished in about 30 
days; no port to be touched at on the outward voyage between 
Monrovia and Mossamedes. The company is bound, at least once 
during the year, to fit up one ship for the conveyance of explosives 
to the Protectorate, and, in case of necessity, to give a special 
vessel for that purpose. 

The Woermann Line binds itself, within two years from the 
beginning of the coming into force of this contract, to build two 
new steamers of about 5,000 tons each, and to have them running 
by that time. 

A statement of the freight rates to be paid between Hamburg 
and Swakopmund or Liideritzbucht on certain classes of goods is 
contained in the ‘‘ Deutsches Kolonialblatt” of Ist ult., and may be 
seen by those interested on application at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

For passengers the following charges will be made: Ist class, 
301. ; 2nd class, 201.; and between decks, 12/. 10s. 

An additional 2s. 6d. per cubic metre, or 1,000 kilos., is allowed 
to be charged on the freight rates of classes A to E in the 
statement referred to above in consideration of the present high 
rates of coal. This right expires as soon as the prices for English 
and Westphalian coal bunker coals return to their level of 14 to 
15 marks per ton, delivered free and trimmed in the bunkers. 


With reference to > —_ = pp. 637-8 of the “‘ Board of Trade 

. Journal” for December, 1898, giving particulars 

a pore sega of the contract between the German Govern- 

Fast Asia. ment and the North German Lloyd Steamship 

Company for the maintenance of postal com- 

munications with Eastern Asia and Australia, the Board of Trade 

have received, through the Foreign Office, a memorandum by 

H.M. Commercial Attaché at Berlin, which states that an alteration 
was recently made in the above-mentioned contract. 

This alteration is to the effect that the contracting parties, 
instead of carrying out the branch line from Singapore to the New 
Guinea Protectorate and back, can establish one or more branch 
lines from ports of call on the main line, running between China 
and Japan, to the said Protectorate; as also to the other groups of 
islands of the German South Sea Protectorate. Such modifications 
will be allowed on the condition that’ the total services rendered by 


the steamship company are not less than those specified in the 
original contract. 


| 
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According to a notice published in the “ Reichs-Anzeiger” of 24th 
January, 29,571 vessels, of a total registered 
be ga tonnage of 4,282,258, passed through the Kaiser 
Wilhelm Canal Wilhelm Canal in 1900; in 1899 the canal 
was used by 26,524 vessels, of a tonnage of 
3,451,275. The receipts from canal dues amounted to 2,133,155 
marks in 1900, as compared with 1,787,370 marks in 1899. * 


The following table, based on statistics received at the Board of 
editiak Trade from H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg, 
ppg sane shows the number and tonnage of vessels 
Hamburg in * entered and cleared at the port of Hamburg in 
the five years, 1890, 1895, 1898, 1899, and 1900 :— 


| 
Years. Entered. | Cleared. 

| 
No. Tons. | No. Tons. 
1890 a 8,176 5,203,000 || 8,185 5,214,000 
1895 9,448 6,254,000 9,446 6,280,000 
1898 eas 7,354,000 12,532 7,393,000 
1899 7,766,000 13,336 7,780,000 
1900 = 8,041,000 | 13,109 8,050,000 


Detailed particulars of the nationality, destination, &c., of the 
arrivals and departures have not yet been published. 


SPAIN. 

With reference to the notice on p. 30 of the “Board of Trade 
Co . Journal” of 3rd ult., a despatch dated 14th ult. 
fi Siekie has been received at the Foreign Office from 
mw a H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, stating that the 
wnt we Spanish Royal Decree therein reported respect- 
Tramways. ing the nationality and domicile of persons and 
companies holding concessions for railways and tramways in Spain, 

is not retrospective in its operation. 
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CANADA. 


According to the “ Engineering and Mining Journal ” (New York) 

Peat Fuel in of the 19th ult., a promising industry in parts 

Ontario of Ontario is the manufacture of peat fuel. 

‘ Many large peat bogs exist, some of them in 

situations where they can be readily utilised and a market found. 

The peat is not sold in crude form, but is dried and made into 

some form of cakes or briquettes which will stand handling and 

transporting. There are now 10 or 12 individuals and companies 

engaged in this business or preparing to put up the necessary 
plant. 


HONG KONG. 


The report for 1899 on the Colony of Hong Kong, recently received 
at the Colonial Office, states that salt is manu- 
Salt Industry. factured at four places in the New Territory on 
the mainland, the yearly output being about 4,466 
tons, worth some 16,000 dols., which in part supplies the local 
demands of the population, the fishing junks which keep the fish 
they catch while at sea in brine, and the various fishing stations 
where fish is salted and dried. A much larger quantity is, however, 
imported at certain places for the use of the fleets of fishing junks. 
The imported salt is also largely used for the salting and drying of 
fish, for which purpose it seems to be preferred to the locall 
manufactured article. ‘he manufacture of salt is an industry which 
is likely to increase and develop in the New Territory, and which 
is worthy of being encouraged seeing the important connection it 
has with the the food supply of the Chinese, one of whose staple 
articles of food is salt fish. 


AUSTRALIA. 


The “South Australian Government Gazette” of 6th December 

ti last publishes the text of the regulations made 

— by His Excellency the Governor in Council 
“ar under “ The Mining Act, 1893.” 

The “Gazette” containing the regulations 

he may be seen by those interested on application 

South Australia. 4+ the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 

Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day 

between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


| 
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RUSSIA. 


The “Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of the 17th ult. publishes 
. statistics issued by the Russian Ministry of 
Finance relative to the mineral of 
: the Ural region during the decade 1891-1900. 
- These figures show that the production of pig-iron in this district 
has increased from 29,920,000 pouds in 1891, to about 49,700,000 
pouds in 1900 (poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois). On the lst January, 
1901, 107 metallurgical works were in operation in the Ural district, 
65 being engaged in the production of pig-iron, 39 in that of other 
iron manufactures, 7 in the manufacture of machinery, 5 in making 
guns, and 1 in making carriages, &c.; taking the average of the 
last two years the Ural metallurgical industry uses annually 
140,000,000 pouds of wood, 65,000,000 pouds of charcoal, 
4,000,000 pouds of coal, 4,000,000 pouds of peat, 2,000,000 pouds 
of naphtha and 500,000 pouds of coke. (See also p. 259 of 
“ Board of Trade Journal ” for 2nd August last.) 


GERMANY. 
According to a report of the French Consul-General at Hamburg, 
incl ie published in the “ Moniteur Officiel du Com- 
G sees al merce” of the 24th ult., the expedition sent by 
West Africa. “the Hanseatic Mining Company to the Rohoboth 
Territory found copper veins existing in 14 
places, and traces of gold and silver in five. It is thought, from 
preliminary investigations which have been made, that these mines 
will only pay if worked on a small scale. 
A new company has been formed to exploit, and eventually 
work, the mining district of Otavi; the company also intend to 
ecnstruct a line of railway connecting the mines with the sea coast. 


PORTUGAL. 


The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) of the 12th 
ult., in an article on the mining industry of 
Mining Industry Portugal, says that perhaps no European 
country that possesses mineral deposits to any 
extent has been so unfortunate in the development of its mining 
industries as Portugal. Among the list of natural resources 
existing in this little kingdom, mines occupy a front rank. In 
many districts there are deposits of iron, antimony, copper, tin and 
coal. These minerals, which abound in various sections, could 
probably be made a source of considerable wealth to the country 
under a system of serious and energetic development, but up to the 
present little or no practical progress has been made in this direc- 
tion. The Journal says :— 
“Thus far, altogether 560 mining concessions have been granted 
in Portugal, covering an area of about 110,320 acres; 512 
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concessions represent mines with an area of 67,386 acres, pro- 
ducing metallic ores ; 29, with 18,340 acres, produce coal; 12 are 
coal and iron mines (22,700 acres), while 7 concessions represent 
ground containing deposits, amounting to 1,894 acres, of asphalte, 
graphite, asbestos, &c. 

“ Practically the only Portuguese mines in actual operation at 
present are the copper deposits of San Domingos and Tinoca; the 
coal mines of Pejao, Buarcos, Passal de Baixo and San Pedro da 
Cova; the manganese mines of Freixal, Ferragudo and Cerro das 
Camas Freixas ; the lead mines of Bracal and Malhada; the iron 
mines of Ayres and San Bartholomeco, and the antimony mines of. 
Tapada do Padre and Valle de Achas. In these mines the produc- 
tion is comparatively small, only about 8,000 persons in all being 
employed in the combined industries. 

* A considerable obstacle in the way of Portugal’s growth as a 
mineral producer is the serious lack of. transportation facilities. 
Almost all the mines are situated in the interior, some distance 
frora both the railways and the sea. The shipment of ores to the 
chief markets is therefore attended with considerable expense, and 
as long as the want of such facilities is felt little will doubtless be 
done in the mines farthest inland. There are, however, numerous 
deposits so rich in ores that it would probably pay to lay tracks 
either to the main railroad lines or to the water. 

“ During the past year Portugal’s iron mines have been the subject 
of careful investigation and study at the hands of engineers, owing 
to the fact that several enterprising Portuguese have conceived the 
plan of building blast furnaces and iron works, and thus laying the 
foundation for a home iron industry. There is plenty of iron ore, 
easily accessible, and the deposits are sufficiently rich to provide 
for an extensive industry for many years, not only enough for 
home consumption but for export. Coal is also plentiful. San 
Pedro da Cova alone possesses 4,000 acres of anthracite, while the 
supply of soft anthracite in San Pedro is estimated at 11,500,000 
tons. In addition there is a large supply of brown coal in Leiria, 
the suitability of which has already been proven, as well as the 
lump coal mines of Cabo Mondege, whose wealth is considered 
inestimable, and which will produce easily between 80,000 and 
100,000 tons annually. Other products useful in the steel industry 
that exist in quantities, fand of good quality, are limestone and 
manganese ore.” 


COLOMBIA 


According to the “ Echo des Mines,” of Paris, a company is being 
; formed, chiefly with Swiss capital, to work large 
Coal Mining. coal deposits, situated partly on the Atlantic 
and partly on the Pacific slope, near the Isthmus 


of Panama. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 2nd inst., were as 
follow 
Wheat ... 268. 7d. 
For further particulars see p. 362. 


A statement is published on p. 363, showing the quantities of 
Imports of Agri- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 

imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Produce. 26; ended the 2nd inst.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 


AUSTRALIA. 
The “South Australian Government Gazette,” of 6th December 
: last contains a proclamation by His Excellency 
ee the Governor promulgating regulations relating 
ting to the introduction of trees, fruits, and plants 


into South Australia. These regulations are to 
74... take effect from the date of their publication in 

and Plants into 41, « Gazette.” 

South Australia. 


The “‘ Gazette” referred to may be seen by 
those interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of i0 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


GERMANY. 


According to a report of the French Consul-General at Hamburg, 
published in the “ Moniteur Officiel du Com- 
merce” of 24th January, the agricultural 
South-West interest is paramount in the German South- 

~ West African Protectorate, and the colonists 

are actively engaged in turning the natural 
wealth, which the country possesses in the shape of cattle and horses, 
to the best advantage. A bacteriological establishment has been 
founded at Gammans, near Windhoek, to investigate the nature of 
the epidemics affecting cattle and to prepare serum to combat the 
progress of such diseases. Cattle plague has occurred in three 
places only, young animals only being now attacked, whilst those 
inoculated in 1897 remain immune. The export of cattle to the 
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Cape Colony is developing in spite of the duty levied on their ex- 
portation. The total produce of this tax, levied at the rate of 60 
marks per head, amounted last year to 120,000 marks. 

Progress is slow on the construction of the railway line beyond 
Karibid, but it is hoped that the line may be opened to Windhook 
in 1902. 


ROUMANIA. 


The following table, showing the area cultivated and the total 
- production of wheat, rye, barley, oats, colza 
— lants, and flax in ‘ee in 1900, is 
‘ -based on official figures published in the 

* Revue d’Orient ” of 20th ult. :— 


Area. Production. 

Acres. Bushels. 

Wheat ... ‘ie wa 3,927,000 | 54,718,000 

Colza plants... xed 616,000 7,467,000 

ove eee ne 33,000 252,000 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 31st ult., was 
Cotton Statistics. 124,411, and the number imported during the 
5 weeks ended the 31st ult., was 535,356. 
As regards exports, the figures are for the week ended the 31st 
ult., 3,748 bales, and for the 5 weeks, 28,090. 
For further details see p. 361. 


The total number of receiving orders gazetted in England during 
Ban! the month of January last was 352, as com- 
or ad pared with 358 during January, 1900. - 
a For detailed particulars see pp. 364-365. 


The number of emigrants that left the United Kingdom during the 
month of January, 1901, was 12,894, as com- 

Emigration. pared with 9,577 during the corresponding 
month of 1900. For further details see p. 366. 


ST. VINCENT. 

According to a report on the Colony of St. Vincent, recently issued 
by the Colonial Office, 1899 was the fourth year 
Trade in 1899. in which the statistical value of the trade of the 
Colony was arrived at by adding customary 
charges to prime values. The following tables show the total 
value in the four years, 1896-99, of the imports and exports under 

the usual classes :— 


Imports. 
Classes. 1896. 1897. 1898. 1899. 
I. Live animals, food, drink, &c....) 31,838 32,684 40,931 50,765 
II. Raw materials ... ise «| 10,020 9,044 14,399 16,391 
III. Manufactured articles ... ooo) 29,682 29,095 82,979 37,471 
Totals 71,490 70.823 88,309 103,627 
Exports. 
| | 
Classes. | 1896. 1897. | 1898. | 1899. 
£ & 
I. Live animals, food, drink, &e....| 61,528 63,705 40,008 28,418 
Il. Raw materials ... ewe net 2,308 1,632 1,054 3,133 
IlI. Manufactured articles ... -_ 3,556 3,598 3,604 2,024 
IV. Coin and bullin* — 
Totals ...  ...| 67,392 | 68.935 | 44.666 | 88,575 


* No returns, entries not having been required of importers and shippers until 
190v, 
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Importations of food-stuffs necessitated by the destruction of the 
ground provision crop by the storm of September, 1898, and of 
lumber and other articles to reconstruct the buildings swept away 
thereby, are the chief causes of the unusual figures of 1898 and 
1899. A noticeable feature of the table is the increased quantity of 
imported muscovado sugar; in 1897 the value of this import did 
not reach 1/., in 1899 it amounted to 2,555/. ; a sad testimony to 
the devastation of sugar works and cane cultivation wrought by the 
cyclone. 

The value of the exports for the year 1899. was 33,5751.—the 
lowest on record, and less than half the value of those in the year 
preceding the hurricane. This lamentable result is attributable to 
the practical disappearance of sugar, molasses, cocoa and spices 
from the returns as the result of the hurricane. 


NIGERIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Crown Agents for 
the Colonies, copy of a Public Notice issued 
Divisions Defined. from the Secretary’s office at Old Calabar, and 
dated the 30th November. last, which defines 
the various divisions of Nigeria as follows :—‘“ In exercise of the 
power in him vested it is hereby ordered by the High Commissioner, 
that for purposes of jurisdiction the Cross River Division shall 
include the territory bounded on the South by the districts of 
Degama, Opobo and Old Calabar ; on the West by the districts of 
Agberi and Asaba; on the North by the Protectorate of Northern 
Nigeria, and on the East by the Cameroons. 
The Eastern Division shall consist of the territory included in 
the districts of Old Calabar, Opobo and Degama. 
The Central Division shall consist of the territory included in 
the districts of Akassa, Agberi and Asaba. 
The Western Division shall consist of the territory included in 
the districts of Benin City, Sapele and Warri.” 


HONG KONG. 


The Governor of Hong Kong, in a recent report issued by the 
Pr ts of Colonial Office, states that Chinese show an 
cn r increasing tendency to settle in the Colony. The 

* richer Chinese have during: the year purchased 


many residences in Victoria hitherto occupied by Europeans, while 
the villages in the Kowloon Peninsular have been rapidly extended 
to give accommodation for an increasing industrial population. 
The future prospects of trade are good and there are promising 
openings for the investment of capital in manufactures and 
industries. There are no openings for white. labour except in 
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limited numbers for supervision in connection with any new 
industries. 

The general condition of the Colony is most flourishing, and, 
with the command of cheap labour, it gives promise of developing 
into a great manufacturing centre. 


AUSTRALIA. 
In the report of the Minister of Agriculture of South Australia for 
Export of 1899-1900 statistics are given for the year 
is ended 30th June, 1900, of the value of the 
the uce Export Department. 
South Australis. is stated “we of the 
report that the breaking out of hostilities in South Africa took 
from the Australian trade many steamers as transports, which 
otherwise would have been available for the carriage of frozen 
produce. This scarcity of freights for frozen produce not only put 
the exporters and the department to considerable inconvenience, 
but also curtailed the supplies which would have come forward 
had there been no hindrance in this direction. It is estimated that 
over 100,000 lambs would have been treated had freights been. 
available as required. Every year the Department is making 
strenuous and successful efforts to cope with the increasing volume 
of trade, and during the present season the Department will, it is 
said, be in a position to treat 2,500 lambs per day, and store 
upwards of 80,000 carcases, besides dealing with large quantities 
of butter. 
The following table shows the values of wine and other produce 
— in each of the five years ending 30th June, from 1896 to 


Articles, 1895-96. | 1896-97, |j1897-98. | 1898-99. | 1899-1900. 
£ 
Wine |. 19,890 | 90,077 7,246 
Butter ae one wy -..| 39,082 7,834 924 | 18,668 43,755 
Meat, frozen and preserved ---| 2,364 5,123 1,692 | 22,393 49,844 
97 92 118 56 40 
Fruit, fresh and dried ... os 250 2,890 1,960 2,293 1,836 
Rabbits... 1,705 4,428 9.911 13,017 
Honey and bees’-wax_... 100 _ 
Brand 252 402 487 
Miscellaneous “= 25 23 178 394 
Total ...  ... 50,409 | 23,976 | 29,376 | 74,063 | 116,132 


| 

| 

4 

| 

| | | 
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FRENCH GUINEA. 
The ‘ Dépéche Coloniale,” in a special issue of the 31st ult. 
devoted exclusively to the subject of French 
Trade in 1899, Guinea, says that the trade of that Colony has 
developed rapidly, and it is worthy of note that 
this trade began to prosper from the date of the separation of the 
Colony from Senegal. The total value of the foreign trade, which 
in 1890 amounted to 332,0001., in 1899 exceeded 1,000,000I., an 
increase of about 300 per cent. This is a result which has never 
been attained in any other French Colony. 

The following table shows the value of the imports and exports 

of French Guinea during the decade 1890-9 :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. Total. 

Francs. Francs, Francs, 
1890 4,882,604 4,002,071 8,334,675 
1891 3,482,097 7,432,097 
1892 vile 3,609,396 4,011,557 7,621,953 
1893 ove 4,077,577 4,801,698 8,879,275 
1894 abe 4,893,688 5,222,177 10,115,865 
1895 5,072,903 5,230,376 10,303,279 
1896 bee 4,633,980 5,787,140 10,421,120 
1897 ods 7,638,075 6,725,276 14,363,351 
1898 9,019,871 7,799,968 16,819,839 
1899 15,441,710 9,461,496 24,903,206 


A certain number of French and other traders are established 
in French Guinea, the most important being the French West African 
Company, one of the oldest companies established on the Guinea 
coast. This company has rendered good service to the French trade 
in general on the African coast, and especially to the trade and 
agriculture of French Guinea. It was founded in Marseilles in 
August, 1887, with a capital of 6,000,000 francs (240,0001.). At 
the time of its foundation the company possessed commercial 
establishments in Senegal, Gambia, the “ Riviéres du Sud” (now 
French Guinea), and Sierra Leone. In 1892 factories were estab- 
lished on the River Casamance, at Bissao (Portuguese Guinea) in 
1896, and on the Ivory Coast in 1898. The principal operations 
of the company consist in the sale of European manufactured 
goods and the purchase of African products. These sales and 
purchases are effected partly by payment in coin and partly by 
barter. The latter method, which has been in use for the last 
12 years for the transaction of business, is now in a fair way of 
disappearing altogether. 
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ITALY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, an 
extract from a despatch from H.M. Embassy at 
Dry Goods Trade. Rome which states that the steady decrease in 
the demand for British dry goods throughout 
Italy may be accounted for in two ways: first, owing to the 
establishment of dry goods factories in the north of Italy, and 
secondly, to successful foreign competition. 

It may not be generally known that in Sicily the greater 
portion of the dry goods consumed in the island are manu- 
factured in the north of Italy. The transport expenses connected 
with this trade, however, are very considerable, and the 
advisability of establishing local manufactories has often been 
discussed, but, with one exception, no serious attempt has ever been 
made to manufacture in Sicily for the Sicilian market. The 
exception referred to was the establishment of a linen factory by a 
well known local capitalist some 15 years ago. The business, 
however, was badly managed, and the factory was closed after a 
very brief period of activity. 

The principal articles in dry goods consumed by the Sicilians 
are, in summer, linen for suits, prints, fancy batistes, muslins and 
all plain goods ; in winter, cotton flannels, blankets, shawls and 
heavy wool and cotton cloths. 


MOROCCO. 


A despatch, dated 22nd ult., has been received at the Foreign Office 
A of from H.M. Consul at Dar-al-Baida reporting, for 
ee. the information of commercial houses trading 
” in Morocco, that very large swarms of locusts 
are visiting the country. They have been reported from the south 
and from all the ports in the Consular district of Dar-al-Baida. 
The Consul states that beyond eating up the pasturage, these 
locusts cannot at present do much harm, but should they remain 
to lay their eggs, as has been their habit on previous visits, it is 
feared most of the crops will be destroyed. 


ARGENTINA. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 241-2 of the “ Board of Trade 
Registration of Journal” of 24th ult. a further despatch, dated 


15th ult., has been received at the Foreign 
Trade Marks = Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Buenos 


Aires enclosing a translation-of the instructions for the registration 
of trade marks in the Argentine Republic. 


| 
| 
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A copy of the translation in question may be seen by those 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


URUGUAY. 


A despatch, dated 28th December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Legation at Monte- 
pg lag video reporting that the tenders for the 
* construction of Harbour Works at Montevideo 

were opened in the Ministry of “ Fomento” on the 24th instant. 

The three English firms competing for the work made slight 
modifications of their original tenders, Messrs Walker and Company 
however, offering to advance the sum necessary for the construc- 
tion of the port, receiving Government Bonds at 6 per cent interest. 

The two French Syndicates accepted the conditions laid down 
originally by the Engineer, Monsieur Guerard, one of them, the 
Schneider. and Company Syndicate, also offering to advance the 
necessary capital at 6 per cent. interest. 

A further despatch, dated 5th ult., states that the Commission 
examining the tenders put in, decided, on the 2nd January, in 
favour of the French Syndicate: Allard, Coiseau, Couvreux, 
Duparchy, Dollfus et Viriot. 

The President held a Council of Ministers on the 4th ult. 
ratifying the decision of the Examining Committee, and deciding 
that when the Contract was signed it was to be sent to the 
Legislative Chambers for their approval. 


The following table, showing the values.of the Customs revenue 
_——— of Uruguay during the last five years, is taken 
ms wcvenue from the “ Montevideo Times” of 5th ult. :— 


in 1900 
Year. Value. 
Dollars. 
1898 9,872,977 


* Subject to modification. 
Nore.—The Uruguayan dollar = 4s, 


5 
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JAPAN. 


The following table, showing the amount of the capital of the 
various banks of the Japanese Empire in the 
Bank Statistics. year 1899, is taken from official figures published 
in the “Japan Weekly Mail” of the 15th 
December last. 


Capital. 


Clas of Bank. 


Ni Ginko 
Specie ... ors 
Japan Industrial ... nee 
Agricultural and Industrial 
of Formosa ... eve 15518780 
182,678,768 
10,304,900 
9,455,774 
7,125,520 


435,331,909 287,614,230 


* Yen = 2s. 


360 
| 
| 
No. | Nominal. | Paid-up. 
Yen. Yen.* 


Feb, 7, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


STATISTICAL TABLES, 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 5 Weeks ended 3lst January, 1901. 


Week ended 5 Weeks ended 
31st January, 83lst January, 
1901, 1901. 


IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 


Brazilian ... 
East Indian 
Egyptian ... 


Miscellaneous 


361 
No. No. 
ooo ose 8,214 41,785 
124,411 535,356 
Exports. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 

Brazilian eee eee eee eee eee eee om 500 
East Indian ove 375 4,015 
Egyptian... ons 1,539 6,292 
Miscellaneous ... ooo oes 161 480 
ooo 3,748 28,090 
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Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 


from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
2nd February, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


- Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat eee eee oe oe eee 72,527 4 26 7 
Barley 87,205 0 25 7 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1897 to 1900 :— 


| 
| | | 
Quantities Sold. | Average Price. 
| 


Corre- 
sponding 
eek in | 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 
| 
Qrs. Bus. Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. e.. 4. e a. a @ 
1897 .--| 63,536 1 79,102 3 | 16,337 4 30 7 24 10 16 7 
1898 ...| 63,367 7. |* 88,797 0 | 20,642 2 34 10 28 0 17 6 
1899 .-.| 73,555 6 86,2384 2 | 23,623 6 26 6 27 2 17 0 
1900 ...| 73,796 6 90,769 7 | 22,061 2 25 8 2 4 16 6 
| 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure ti:at 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 

-or-weighed-measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
oduce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
2nd February, 1901, together with the quantities imported in the 
eorresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
: 2nd Feb., ing week 
4 1901. in 1900. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... as. Number 8,735 5,858 
Sheep and lambs... oe ove eee ” 6,584 8,190 
Fresh meat 
Beef Owts, 65,5638 46,408 
Mutton ... ove ” 46,351 67,826 
Salted or preserved meat :— ‘ 
Cwts, 107,504 105,242 
Beef eee eee eee oe ” 5, 8, 

Hams ove ” 36,090 25,829 
Pork ” 6,049 4,106 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... ee 8,378 10,259 
Meat,preserved,otherwise thanby salting 9 8,858 18,633 

Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
argarine ... ove eve 4 19,143 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums*... 305 
» preserved, other kinds* ... ond ” 1,879 
condensed ... ood 18,639 15,505 
Poultry and Value £ 81,130 39,624 
Rabbits, di (not tinned) ose Cwts. 4,359 14,899 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat-meal and flour ... ose ooo ” 353,700 346,100 
Oats ” - 289,800 515,200 
Peas ose eee ee eee ” 35,100 400 
8 wee eee eee 5,700 { 7,300 
Maize or Indian corn one eee ” 1,062,300 861,900 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apricots and peaches: ... one 
Bananas Bunches. 21,625 20,669 
Cherries... ove ave Cwts. 
Grapes... 127 105 
Oranges ... 180,067 222,411 
” 2 15 
Strawberries eee eee see ” 
Unenumerated ... ove ” 32 33 
Hay ... ove ove eee oe Tons, 1,880 1,706 
Vegetabies, raw :— 
Onions... ove ae Bushels. 107,650 147,881 
Tomatoes ... 7,808 6,186 
Unenumerated ... Value £ 6,762 15,549 
Preserved by canning? ... “a 4,038 


* In 1900 these were not shown separately. 
+ Included with vegetables unenumerated, prior to 1901. 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 


Number of Receiving Orders Gazetted in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 
January. 
1901 1900 
No. No. 
Total gazetted 352 358 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions :— 
Publicans and hotel keeper, ae 25 22 
Farmers... 22 13 
Boot and shoe It 14 
Butchers 13 11 
Bakers > ke 8 12 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&c. ... 7 5 
Agents, commission and general as 7 3 
Carpenters and joiners... 6 4 
6 1 
Travellers, commercial, &c. i ae 6 2 
Tailors, &c. . an ove 4 8 
J watchmakers, importers, — 
&c., and 3 5 
_ Furniture dealersand makers ... ... 3 
Engineers and founders, &c. 38 4 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers 3 3 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. 3 2 
Gardeners, florists,&c. .. ote ° 3 2 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 3 Z 
Carriage, &c., builders 8 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, ke. aos. ee 3 1 


| 

364. 

| 

t 

| 

| 
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January. 
1901 1900 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions—continued : No, No. 


Fishing smack owners, and masters ... =... 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ...  ... 
Provision merchants, &, ... 
Confectioners 
Merchants, general... ove ooo 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors eco ose 
Saddlers and harness makers... 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers ... 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... 
Brokers, stock and share ... 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers... 
Hosiers, glovers, &c, 
Clerks, commercial and general... —... . 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. ... 
Directors and promoters of public companies ... 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c, 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses ... ase 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c, 
Timber merchants and wood 
Architects and surveyors ... 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c, ... 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants and 


3 
Cattle and pigdealers ... 1 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c.... .. 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants ese 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers... 


Bankruptey.—England and Wales—continued. | 
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Emigration.—January, 1901. 


Return of the Numbers, Nationalities, and Destinations of the 
Passengers that left the United Kingdom for Places out of 


Europe during the Month ended 31st January, 1901, compared 


with the corresponding period of the previous Year. 


Total 
Unitea | British W.| Austral-| of | AU 
Nationalities. other | Total. | 
States. ca. | asia. plac 
1900. 
Month ended 31st January, 1901. 
English .. ...| 2,623 188 | 1,314 1,153 | 1,012 6,290 | 3,951 
Mort te 268 6 113 255 105 747 682 
Trish a 490 7 70 31 8 606 911 
Total of British 
origin... ..| 3,381 201 | 1,497 1,489 | 1,125 7,648 | 5,544 
Foreigners ... “ 2,941 1,453 37 277 145 4,853 3,781 
Nationalities not 
istingui: 9 12 377 898 252 
a 6,331 1,666 | 1,584 | 1,716 | 1,647 | 12,894 aie 
Total for corre- 
ing } 5,550 948 747 | 11,027 | 1,305 | 9,577 
month, 1900 


Nors.—The above figures, being made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of the 
Month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


| 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions. 


I—IMPORTS. 
Statement of the Imports of Merchandise into the undermentioned 


Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of Im 
Countries, Year 
ending. 1898, | 1899. 1900, 
Russia* (8 Months)...... Aug. ......| Roubles 875,990,000 | 395,562,000 885,845,000 
Belgiumt (12 Months)... | Dec. ......] Francs 1,960,575,000 | 2,172,422,000 | 2,119,894,000 
France (12 Months) ...... Dee. ......| Francs 4,472,552,000 | 4,518,308,000 | 4,408,530,000 
Spaint (11 Months) ... | Nov. ...... Pesetas 470,182,000 | 796,009,000 | 769,882,000 
Portugal (6 Months) ... | June ...... Milreis 23,798,000 7,005,000 81,629,000 
Italy (11 Months) ...... | Nov. ...... Lire  1,282,685,000 | 1,370,736,000 | 1,423,661,000 
Austria-Hun ee Kronen1,513,084,000 | 1,478,320,000 | 1,538,189,000 
Months) 9245 9900, 
Egypt (11 Months) ...... Nov. ......| L. E. 9,752,000 10,001,000 12,340,000 
United States (11 Mths.) | Nov. ...... Dollars 579,825,000 | 728,234,000 | 760,452,000 
Mexicot (3 Months) ... | Sept. ......| Dollars 10,088,000 | 12,797,000 13,966,000 
British India (7 Months) | Oct. ...... Rupees 36,50,75,845 | 40,71,80,676 | 40,41,64,762 
Canada (4 Months)...... | Oct. ...... Dollars 52,311,469 58,122,891 68,261,682 
In Pounps STERLING. 
£ £ £ 
Russia* (8 Months)...... | Aug. ...... 39,688,000 41,754,000 | 40,728,000 
Belgiumt (12 Months) .. | Dec. ...... 78,428,000 86,897,000 84,796,000 
France (12 Months)...... ee 178,902,000 180,732,000 176,341,000 
Spaint (11 Months) ... | Nov. ...... 18,807,000 81,840,000 30,795,000 
Portugal (6 Months) ... | June ...... 5,355,000 6,076,000 7,117,000 
Italy (11 Months) ...... Nov, ...00 51,307,000 54,829,000 56,946,000 
63,045,000 61,597,000 64,091,000 
(11 Months) 
Egypt (11 Months) ...... erry 10,006,000 10,261,000 12,661,000 
United States (11 Mths.) | Nov, ...... 120,797,000 151,715,000 | 158,427,000 
Mexico} (3 months) ....| Sept. ...... 2,017,000 2,559,000 2,798,000 
British India (7 Months) | Oct. ...... 
Canada (4 Months) oe 10,898,000 12,109,000 | 18,180,000 
United Kingdom(12Ms.) | Dec. ...... 470,879,000 485,086,000 | 523,633,000 


* European and Black Sea Frontiers, 
t Value of Principal Articles Imported only. 
The values of the imports are stated in gold, and the dollar has been converted into 
English currency at the rate of 4s, The figures for Mexico include bullion and specie, 


< q 
} 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions—continued. 


II.—EXPORTS. 


‘Statement of the Exports of Merchandise from the undermentioned 


Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of Exports, 
Countries. Year 
ending 1898. | 1899. 1900. 
Russia* (8 Months) Aug. ...... Roubles 470,403,000 | 357,720,000 | 409,834,000 
Beigiumt (12 Months)...| Dec. ...... Francs 1,700,448,000 | 1,860,886,000 | 1,796,983,000 
France (12 Months) ...| Dec. ......| Francs 8,510,900,000 | 4,152,635,000 | 4,078,082,000 
Spaint (11 Months) ...| Nov. ......| Pesetas 721,767,000 | 668,782,000 |. 636,678,0C0 
Portugal (6 Months) ...| June ...... Milreis 14,248,000 15,019,000 15,985,000 
Italy (11 Months) ......| Nov. ...... Lire — 1,090,161,000 | 1,297,989,000 | 1,215,124,000 
wm Nov. ......| Kronen 1,469,777,000 | 1,716,840,000 | 1,745,646,000 
Egypt (11 Months)...... Nov, ...... L.E. 10,868,000 13,023,000 14,829,000 
United States (11 Mths.)| Nov. ......| Dollars 1,098,080,000 | 1,131,538,000 | 1,308,929,000 
Mexicot (3 Months)...... Sept. ...... Dollars 32,972,000 82,945,000 | 38,392,000 
British India (7 Months) | Oct. ...... Rupees 62,92,67,504 | 60,72,81,079 | 56,13,55,365 
Canada (4 Months) ...| Oct. ......| Dollars 52,824,431 60,681,191 | 70,111,881 
In Pounps Srer.ine. 

Russia* (8 Months)......| Aug. ...... 49,654,000 87,259,000 48,207,000 
Belgiumt (12 Months)...| Dec. ...... 68,018,000 74,435,000 71,877,000 
France (12 Months) ...| Dec, ...... 140,436,000 166,105,000 | 163,121,000 
Spaint (11 Monthe)...... | Nov. ...... 28,871,000 26,751,000 | 25,467,000 
Portugal (6 Months) ...| June ...... 8,206,000 8,379,000 3,597,000 
Italy (11 Months) ......| Nov. ...... 43,606,000 51,920,000 | 48,605,000 

61,241,000 71,585,000 | 72,785,000 

(11 Mths.) 

Egypt (11 Months)... Nov. ...... 10,638,000 18,362,000 15,215,000 
United States (11 Mths.) | Nov. ...... 228,767,000 235,787,000 | 272,694,000 
Mexicot (3 Months)...... Sept. ...... 8,297,200 8,294,500 8,859,200 
British India (7 Months) | Oct. ...... 62,926,750 60,726,108 66,185,587 
Canada (4 Months) ...| Oct. ...... 11,005,000 12,642,000 14,067,000 
United Kingdomer Dee. 233,359,000 264,492,000 | 291,451,000 


* European anc Black Sea Frontiers. 

+ Value of Principal Articles Exported only. 

¢ The vaiues of the exports are stated in silver and the dollar has been convrted 
into Znglish currency at the rate of 2s. The figures for Mexico irclude bullion aud specie, 

** Exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of December, 1900, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 8}d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
John Menzies & Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile 
Street, Glasgow; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, 
Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Cuuntries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1899 is now issued, and may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 43d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts, 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th ult. con- 
tains special articles on the state of the labour market in 
December: Diseases of Occupations: Trade Disputes in 1900: 
Conciliation in the London Building Trades: Employment of 
Married Women in Factories in Prussia in 1899: Trade Unions in 
1899: Recent Progress in Co-operation: Labour Disputes in 
Germany in 1899: Co-operation Production in 1899: Belgian 


Industrial Census of 1896, &c., &e. 
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Government Publications. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Accounts relating to the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions. No. XII. 75-xi. Price 4d. 


This is the twelfth number of the monthly accounts relating to 
the trade of some of the principal Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions, which are issued periodically by the Board of Trade. 
The present number contains detailed statements relating to 
Russia, Sweden, Germany, Holland, Belgium, France, Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, Austria-Hungary, Egypt, the United States, and 
British India, and summary statements for Canada and Mexico. 
The statements for each country deal with the latest period for 
which returns have been received at the Board of Trade at the date 
of preparation, those for Belgium and France showing the principal 
articles imported and exported during the whole of the year 1900. 


Return of Street and Road Tramways authorised by Parliament, 
&c., down to June 30th, 1900, dc. 315. Price 5d. 


According to this Return which is prepared each year in the 
Railway Department of the Board of Trade, 1,177 miles of tramway 
were open for public traffic in the United Kingdom on June 30th 
last, of this total 585 miles were owned by local authorities. The 
number of passengers carried during the year ended 30th June 
last was 1,065,374,347 as compared with 924,820,247 during the 
preceding twelve months. During the year 1899-1900 the gross 
receipts of the tramways of the United Kingdom amounted to 
5,445,6291., the working expenses to 4,075,352/., and the net 
receipts to 1,370,277. 
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Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
from H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the undermentioned 
places since lst January, 1901, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. | Price. 
2544 Tainan (South Formosa) «ss aq 
2545 — Coast Protectorate 
2546 Mexic ose wad 
2548 Russia—Agriculture of the Odessa District, 1900 |. we 
2549 Egypt (1899 and half of 1900)... ooo] 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Report from H.M. Representatives abroad om subjects of 
general and commercial interest has also been issued since 1st January, 
1901, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | 


| Price, 


546 | France.—Preparation of French Plums... 2d. 


Treaty Series. 
The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 
relative to China Pe 4d. 
2 Convention between the United “Kingdom and J apan for the 
protection of the estates of deceased persons soe 4d. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
313 Basutoland... oe doe 


| 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of @ 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to @ 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and: accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with Briitsh productions, and @ 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently @ 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition @ 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The @ 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to @ 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz.:—Commercial @ 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Eacse and @& 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on @ 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; @ 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; T'rading Licenses; Foreign and @ 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Oolonial . Bounties; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., Le. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and @ 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the @ 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. * 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 7@ 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London. E.C., price 24d. 
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